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Jonathan Trumbull Library
580 Exeter Road ¢ Lebanon, CT 06249

Tel. 860 642-7763 + Fax 860 642-4880

www.lebanonctlibrary.org

Jonathan Trumbull Library
October 20th, 2016
Regular Meeting — Board of Trustees in conjunction with the Library Building Committee
and the Lebanon Board of Selectmen

Present: Cathe McCall, Maureen McCall, Diane McCall, Michelle Kersey, Kathy Chesmer,
Berkeley Nowosad, Mary Withey, Darlene Boirie and Judy Vertefeuille. Library Directors
Julie Culp and Linda Slate, Selectmen Betsy Petrie and Glenn Coutu, and Building
Committee members Jim Russo, Lisa Matson, Chris Darrow and Vin Shea.

At 7:00, Cathe McCall and Jim Russo called their respective meetings to order and Betsy
called the special meeting of the Selectmen to order. John Bendoritis was sorry that he
could not be present as he is out of town.

Betsy gave an update. The Board of Selectmen have been meeting with the town council to
determine the best course of action to gain ownership of the three parcels of land that town
buildings are situated on: the triangle of land that the Public Works Department is on, the
portion of the Green that the Town Hall is on bordered by West Town Street, Trumbull
Highway and Exeter Road, and the portion of the Green where the library now sits including
the area up to the flagpole. The town can represent historic use for these parcels of land.
This would give the library the space requested. The HTA Trust cannot help in this process
and has received their funds back but are prepared to support future efforts once the land
title is resolved. They have asked that the town see that all town property titles around the
Green are in order. The Board of Finance has been approached for $250,000 from Fund
Balance to move things along. A town meeting will have to be held to approve this and the
meeting will be held between Thanksgiving and Christmas. Then the legal portion can
start just after the first of the year. This process has nothing to do with the library
renovation and the court procedure could take up to two years or more. It could take twelve
to fifteen months to get it before a judge and if it is uncontested, the final outcome could be
shortly after that. Obviously this all affects both the Building Committee and the Library
Board of Trustees. The town council needs to have a conversation with the Board of
Trustees of the First Congregational Church so that a mutually agreeable boundary can be
set. Lots of preliminary work has been done. Funds will be restored to the Building
Committee once the appropriation from the Finance Committee has been approved at town
meeting and the state has been asked for an extension to the grant. There are other
obstacles and hurdles to get by. We know that there is a septic issue. We have the right
attorney working on the issue. This process is known as Quiet Title. This is the only viable
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option and the Board of Selectmen is committed to completing the process, hoping that the
town supports the plans. Jim Russo is pleased with the steps that have been taken so far
and agrees that this is the best way to proceed. The Building Committee will stay on hold
and expect periodic status updates. He spoke with the architect this week and the architect
asked to be kept in the loop. He will be prepared to jump back in when things are wrapped

up.
At 7:34, both the Board of Selectmen and Building Committee meetings were adjourned.

Minutes to the September meeting of the Library Board of Trustees were addressed. Motion
(Mary Withey/Berkeley Nowosad) to accept the minutes as presented. The motion carried
with none opposed.

Correspondence — None

Library Director’s Report — Julie reported. Program attendance has been good. Julie met
with Donna Baron from the Lebanon Historical Society and discussed several items that
should be donated to the museum. This will be taken up under New Business. A logo has
been created that will be used on the website though most agree that the current one will
be updated once the renovation is completed. The logo on the website doesn’t have to match
the letterhead. Discussion on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve hours. Motion (Michelle
Kersey/Mary Withey) to close on those two Saturdays at 12:00 Noon. The motion carried
with none opposed. On Tuesday, November 29th there will be “A Renaissance Christmas”
program featuring three professionally trained musicians on lutes, renaissance flutes and
viola da gamba. dJulie attended the CLA Annual Public Libraries Section meeting today
and heard great ideas for making the library more user- friendly. Donna and Kathy will
attend the CT State Library training on October 31st for a readers’ advisory workshop.

Young People’s Director’s Report — Linda reported that the regular programs will continue
including TIME FOR STORIES November 14, 21 and 28, READ, ROCK & RHYME November 3, 9,
23 and 30, SATURDAY STORIES November 5 at 10:00, HOME SCHOOL BUILDING CLUB on
Wednesday, November 9 at 2:00, THANKSGIVING CANDY DECORATIONS on Thursday, November
10 at 6:30, POKEMON CLUB on Saturday, November 19 at 10:00, and TEEN BOOK DISCUSSION on
Tuesday, November 29 at 6:30. Linda attended the Youth Services CLA annual meeting in
Wallingford on October 7t and found the programs outstanding. The Apps presentation was very
useful and offered many suggestions of Storybook, Extended Learning and Just for Fun apps. She
spoke with Linda Williams regarding WordPress and Linda Williams offered to spend a day with
Linda and Alicia to share her expertise. Students from the Lebanon Middle School need volunteer
hours for NHS and some have also asked to job shadow her. Linda is trying to honor those requests.
She will be attending the School Readiness Council meeting at the Lebanon Elementary School next
week.

Bylaws - The committee could use another member. Motion (Diane McCall/Michelle Kersey) to
nominate Darlene Boirie to that position. The motion carried with none opposed. Darlene made
sure that the committee had her correct last name and Julie will update the page in the bylaws.

Budget — Julie received the notice today that the budgets are due on January 26th and Julie
reminded us that the fiberoptics issue will have to be addressed again.

Facilities and Equipment — Amber Safari has been hired as the new cleaner. Julie noted
that the light is out over the back door. There is a buzzing that they have heard downstairs
three times and they haven’t been able to identify it. The doorbell is wireless and has been
ringing without manual intervention. Mice noise has been heard in the ceiling downstairs.



As John Dudek is out of town, these items will be reported to the town hall. The air
conditioner was repaired but is on its last legs.

Personnel Committee — Linda reported that Alicia has been doing an incredible job for them.

Friends — The raffle brought in $100, not close to what was spent for the items. The
Christmas party will be on December 8th.

LCBA — no report

Trust Fund — Julie reported that she received the letter on September 15t and the deadline
was October 15th so she and Linda collaborated and made the request for $36,120. The
funds are for such items as an Ipad kiosk, $10,000 for electronic resources, public access
computers (the last ones are four years old), $5,000 each for adult and child programs and
$2,000 for ebooks.

Building Committee — Update done with Betsy report above.
Unfinished Business — nothing to report

New Business — Motion (Diane McCall/Judy Vertefeuille) to donate three items to the
Lebanon Historical Society: Original letter from Joseph Trumbull to Jeremiah Wadsworth,
registration list of voters, Town of Lebanon, April 1845, donated by Jean Lafleur and a
catalogue of books in the Ladies’ Library in Lebanon, November 1, 1844. The motion carried
with none opposed.

On a separate topic, Cathe noted that she has been car shopping and a lot of the new cars
do not have a CD in them. We should keep an eye on this situation.

Hearing no other business, motion made (Maureen McCall/Mary Withey) to adjourn at 8:04.
The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Maureen D. McCall, Secretary



