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Advantages

Disadvantages

Experience with only one budget

When is mill rate

Further

Municipality | Charter y? . . passing. How has it been dealt
Municipali Charter Vote? Long? Wh Noticed? Noticed? assin Hov:v lilflfvlt been dealt calculated? Comments?
Avon Yes No
Berlin Yes No
Bethel Yes No
Bloomfield Yes No
Bolton Yes No
Bozrah No No
Branford Yes No
Bridgeport Yes No
Bristol Yes No
Brookfield Yes No
Received a ruling from the Town |Calculated before and adopted
over 10 . Has always been ) . .
Brooklyn No Yes Tradition L None Attorney regarding situation and |Jafter the budget has been
years done in this way .
voted on both budgets again passed
Canton Yes No
Cheshire Yes No
Clinton Yes Yes over 10 None Mil rate calculated only after
years both budgets pass
Charter revision Single mil rate calculated
November 2008 FY First year with two questions. Both rigr to budeet referendum
Colchester Yes Yes 1-2 years|09-10 budget first budgets passed at same P g. '
. adopted and implemented
year with separate referendum.
. after referendum
questions.
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Experience with only one budget

Municipali Charter Separate How Whyv? Advafltages Disadv_antages assine. How has it been dealt When is mill rate Further
Municipality | Charter Vote? Long? SV Noticed? Noticed? p—g—with? calculated? Comments?
The superintendent
Movement to keep is able to look at his
Columbia Yes Yes over 10 town budget separate|specific numbers, N/A No After N/A
years from education and the same goes
for town officials
Coventr Yes No
s Negative experience:
budget continuously failed
gﬁg;gt,e{j:ﬁtﬁ:dded to |Separating budgets is Yes, .thls has ha.lppene_d in the past; After, but charter does allow
the finance office revises the . .
Cromwell Yes Yes 7-8 years separate the_budgets to  |better to see any N/A budeet. and it back out f for calculation of new mil
better pinpoint any problems. £EL anc it goes back outiona Ny eforehand, if needed.
problems they were vote.
having with future
budgets.
Danbury Yes No
Darien Yes No
Derby Yes No
East Haddam No No
East Hampton [Yes No
East Hartford Yes No
East Lyme Yes No
Eastford No No
Charter revision changes [JChater leaves option to
effective November 2008 - |Board of Selectmen to
Ellington Yes Yes 1-2 years |FY 09-10 budget firstin  |separate vote; they have |None N/A N/A N/A
many years that had not exercised this right
separate questions. yet.
Enfield Yes No N/A
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. Experience with only one budget .
C o Separate How Advantages Disadvantages . . When is mill rate Further
Municipality | Charter Why? . . passing. How has it been dealt
Vote? Long? Noticed? Noticed? with? calculated? Comments?
more ‘l;: lsr:: rtl}?; fe(iirut:;tli)jr};ers Yes, there has been Estimated before, passed
Fairfield Yes Yes than 10 very little dissent; no  [N/A No 'P
budget separate from referenda after.
years government budget. '
Farmington Yes No
Glastonbury Yes No
Granby Yes No
Greenwich Yes No
Gave more opportunity to . :
. Petitioned by see what was being voted JCost to hold repeate  |Both sides of budget go back to Canno.t calf:ula.te mil rate until
Griswold No Yes 1 year : there is a finalized budget (both
residents. on; more control over referendum - $6,000 Jreferendum
budget process parts).
Groton (T) No No
Guilford Yes No
Hamden Yes No
Hartford Yes No
Town meeting form of .
representation ; If general government is approved, no cood >
; . . . ood approach for g.
greater clarity in council revises budget changes can be ma'de,'BOE budget can Mil .rat(.e calculated by cquncﬂ a.t ¢, since that generally
1 . . , be changed. Council picks anew mill  |beginning of process; mill rate is X
Killingly Yes Yes 5-6 years|charter which side needs on proportionate level; o passes (unless there is
. rate, tells BOE what must change. Vote |changed by council if one part of . o
work town piece may be . . a project that citizens
. . held every successive Monday until all |budget does not pass
disproportionately ass oppose)
affected P
Ledyard Yes No
more residents can piece that doesn't pass goes back to onlv after both bieces have
Lisbon No Yes than 10 |Unknown consider both sides [None BOF; referendum is held on just as};ed p
years separately the piece that did not pass p
Litchfield No No
Manchester Yes No
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Experience with only one budget

. . 1. Separate How Advantages Disadvantages . . When is mill rate Further
Municipality | Charter Why? . . passing. How has it been dealt
Vote? Long? Noticed? Noticed? with? calculated? Comments?
Meriden Yes No
Middletown Yes No
Milford Yes No
Monroe Yes No
more issues can be clearly re-focus on particular area until there . can go to public
. . o . iy . Not calculated until whole budget Jreferendum upon
Montville Yes Yes than 10 [Junsure identified and dealt unknown is agreement within the Council to pass|. " L
ith 1l pieces is passed petition of citizens;
years wit allp this happened in 2008
Naugatuck Yes Yes 5years |Charter Change Litigation
New Britain Yes No
New Canaan Yes No
New Haven Yes No
New London Yes No
more transparency for budget goes back to council; advisory if budget fails, there is
. more than citizens to see how question gives some indication of set by BOF within 5 days after an advisory question
Chart N
New Milford Yes Yes 10 years arter money is being one action to take; goes back to budget is passed (non-binding) for
allocated/spent refererendum on both pieces each side of budget
Newington Yes No
Newtown Yes No
North Branford [Yes No
North Haven Yes No
Norwalk Yes No
Norwich Yes No

CCM Research and Information Services

July 2009




CONNECTICUT

CONFERENCE OF

MUNICIPALITIES

Research & Information Survey

THE VOICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT

. Experience with only one budget . .
. . 1. Separate How Advantages Disadvantages . . When is mill rate Further
Municipality | Charter Why? . . passing. How has it been dealt
Vote? Long? Noticed? Noticed? with? calculated? Comments?
can't really say, since
both budgets in last 2 back to BOF, then to town meeting, after both bieces pass in
Oxford Yes Yes 2 years |Unknown years have passed on |None then referendum, where just the piece referendurI:] p None
first referendum; has that failed is brought to a vote
been a smooth process
over 10 Z\:zorz-akr;)tr;ﬂpl:zzleex}?;:: ; Ko pilausicill, ey o ial; bedkio after both pieces pass in
Plainfield Yes Yes Charter ) p Yi . None BOF, then to referendum, where both P P None
years citizens perceive have to pass referendum
problems with budget P
Plainville Yes No
charter revision
committee had
Plymouth Yes No ) :
Y discussed this,
but it did not pass
Portland Yes No
. This process targets
Separl'ately at Town Budgets get passed Only for the budget not . Mil rete calculated ‘F)efore the the budget the
Putnam Yes Yes Meeting unless i Start the processs again. vote. If one budget is changed, :
L. more easily passed . . voters feel is out of
petitioned the mil rate is calculated line
Rocky Hill Yes No
Seymour Yes Yes 4-5 years
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Experience with only one budget

. e 1. Separate How Advantages Disadvantages . . When is mill rate Further
Municipality | Charter Separate. ; ; passing. How has it been dealt - - - -
- Vote? Long? Noticed? Noticed? with? calculated? Comments?

More involvement, . .

better explained to Failed budget will go back to
Simsbury Yes Yes More o b . referendum. Whole budget not Process is laid out in Charter.

citizens. Same questlon . .

. adopted/implemented until both pass.

on ballot, same time.
Somers Yes No
South Windsor |Yes No
Southington Yes No
Stamford Yes No
Stonington Yes No
Stratford Yes No
Suffield Yes No

Adoption of
Thomaston No No measure Failed at
Referendum
Tolland Yes No
Torrington Yes No
Trumbull Yes No
VerNon Yes No
Wallingford Yes No
Waterford Yes No
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Experience with only one budget

. . 1. Separate How Advantages Disadvantages . . When is mill rate Further
Municipality | Charter Why? . . passing. How has it been dealt
Vote? Long? Noticed? Noticed? with? calculated? Comments?
real estate old mill rate is used for
costs municipality first installment, motor vehicle is not
Watertown Yes Yes more charter $8,000 for new both go back to refell‘endum, although sent until budget is passed, 2nd
the one that passed is unchanged . .
referdum installment is sent and reflects
difference
West Hartford |Yes No
West Haven Yes No
The Board of Education
budget is the highest
file budget, so th
Weston Yes Yes more Charter s(r)zi:l;a;l d fzmizen:ary s Has not happened recently After both pass
more effectively
segregated.
more BOE separate entit Studying if this is most |Budget not adopted until both pass.
Westport Yes Yes than 10 vote is En bottom li};e efficent way to operate | The one that has failed in brought to  |Afterwards None
years government vote again.
Winchester Yes No
When it comes to
more reftererldums; aillo';/vs Could not recall this ever The mil rates are calculated
Windham Yes Yes than 10 Junknown VOters to see wha N/A , beforehand, but are adopted N/A
directly goes to the happening afterwards
years schools rather than the
town as a whole
Windsor Yes No
Windsor Locks |Yes No
Wolcott Yes No
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Experience with only one budget

e e 1 Separate How Advantages Disadvantages . . When is mill rate Further
pality ? . . p g. - - - -
Municipali Charter Vote? Long? Why? Noticed? Noticed? S Hov:vlil;f,’lt been dealt calculated? Comments?
DID NOT RESPOND: INFORMATION CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE
Ansonia Yes
East Haven Yes
New Fairfield No
Ridgefield Yes
Shelton Yes
Waterbury Yes
Wethersfield Yes
Wilton Yes
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